CfP 9th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections

We are pleased to announce the call for papers for the "9th International Conference on
Watermarks in Digital Collections”. The conference will take place from October 14 to 17,
2026, at the Bavarian State Library (BSB) in Munich. The event will focus on the exchange of
expertise on current developments and challenges in watermark research in the context of
digital technologies. The conference is aimed at a specialist audience from relevant heritage
institutions as well as from the fields of humanities, information technology, and materials
science.

The conference marks the conclusion of a DFG-funded project on the cataloguing and
thermography of watermarks in the earliest music prints held at the Bavarian State Library up
to the mid-16th century and is organized in cooperation with the Bernstein Project.

A major theme will be on watermarks in music sources. Other key topics include
methodological and technical aspects of digital watermark detection, issues of standardization
in documentation, and the potential and challenges of using artificial intelligence in the
identification, classification, and evaluation of watermarks.

The conference is intended as an interdisciplinary forum for exchange between research and
practice. Papers addressing theoretical, methodological, or application-oriented aspects of
watermark research are invited.

Key topics include:
« Indexing strategies, databases, and metadata management
* Applications of automatic image recognition for watermark detection
* Thermography and other imaging techniques
» Watermarks in musical sources
* Paper research in the context of monastic tradition
« Watermarks as a component of codicological research questions

Further contributions on the topic of watermarks in digital collections are also welcome.
The conference will be held in person. The conference language is English. You can choose
between two presentation formats.

* Lecture: 20 minutes presentation and 10 minutes discussion

* Poster: Presentation of a poster (DIN AOQ, portrait format) with a “one-minute talk”
Please submit your abstract (max. 300 words) with your choice of presentation format (poster
or lecture) and a brief biographical note by April 30, 2026, to wasserzeichen@bsb-
muenchen.de
Participation in the conference is free of charge. Travel expenses cannot be covered by the
organizer.

Program Details
» Wednesday, October 14 - Friday, October 16: Conference at the Bavarian State
Library
» Saturday, October 17: Excursion (self-paying)

Organizers
« Veronika Giglberger (Bavarian State Library)
* Bernhard Lutz (Bavarian State Library)
 Maria Stieglecker (Austrian Academy of Sciences)
* Emanuel Wenger (Bernstein Project)

For further information, please send an email to: wasserzeichen@bsb-muenchen.de



